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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SERACH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file 
reference 
FTH0005-PCT 


FOR FUTURE ACTION 

see Notification of Transmittal of International 
Search Report (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where 
applicable, item 5 below) 


International application 
No. 

PCT/JP00/06557 


International filing date 
(day/month/year) 

25/09/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date 



Applicant 

KABUSHIKI KAISHA TOSHIBA 



This International search report has been prepared by this International 
Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 18. 
A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International search report consists of total of 3 sheets. 



( ) It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this 
report. 

1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the 
basis of the international application in the language in which it was filed, 
unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

( ) the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of 
the international application furnished to this Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the 
international application, the international search was carried out on the 
basis of the sequence listing: 

( ) contained in the international application in written form. 

( ) filed together with the international application in computer readable 

form. 

( ) furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

( ) furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

( ) the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing 

does not go beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed has 

been furnished. 

( ) the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form 
is identical to the written sequence listing has been furnished. 

2. ( ) Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. ( ) Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 
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With regard to the title, . 

( x ) the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

( ) the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

( x ) the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

( ) the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2 (b), by this 
Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, within one month from 
the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this 
Authority. _ . ; — 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 
Figure No. 1 ( x ) as suggested by the applicant. 

( ) because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
( ) because this figure better characterizes the 
invention. 

( ) None of the figures. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

PCT/JP00/06557 

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both National 
Classification and IPC 

Int. CI 7 G06F 17/60 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched 

(classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 7 G06F17/60 

Documents searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such 
documents are included in the fields searched 

Japanese Utility Model Gazette: 1926 - 1996 
Japanese Utility Published Gazette: 1971 - 2000 
Japanese Registered Utility Gazette: 1996 - 2000 

Japanese Utility Model Registration Gazette: 1994 - 2000 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search 
(name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 


Citation of Document 


Relevant to Claim No. 


Y 


JP-A 11-316779 (FUJITSU LTD.) 
16 November 1999 


1 - 15 


Y 


JP-A 2000-242721 (YAMATO SYSTEM 
DEVELOPMENT CO., LTD.) 
8 September 2000 


1 - 15 









( x) Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 
( ) patent family members are listed in annex. 
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* Special categories of cited documents: 
[A] document defining the general state of the art which is not considered to be of 

particular relevance 
[E] earlier document but published on or after the international filing date 
PL] document which may throw double on priority claim(s) or which is cited to 

establish the publication date of another citation or other special reason (as 

specified) 

[O] document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

[P] document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 
priority date claimed 

[T] later document published after the international filing date or priority date 
and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle or 
theory underlying the invention 

[X] document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered 
novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
taken alone 

[Y] document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered 
to involve an inventive step when the document is combined with one or more 
other such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the 
art. 

[&] document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of 
the international search 

19 October 2000 



Date of mailing of the international 
search report 

31 October 2000 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 
Japanese Patent Office (TSA/JP) 

4-3, Kasumigaseki 3-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8915 JAPAN 



Authorized officer 
SHINOHARA, Koichi 5L 9844 
Tel: 03-3581-1101 (3560) 
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From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To* 

SUYAMA, Saichi 

Kandahigashiyama Bldg., 
1, Kandatacho 2-chome 
Tokyo 101-0046 JAPAN 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH 
REPORT OR THE DECLARATION 
(PCT Rule 44.1) 


Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 31/10/2000 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
FTH0005-PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

see paragraph 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 

PCT/JP00/06557 


International filing date 
(day/month/year) 25/09/2000 


Applicant 

KABUSHIKI KAISHA TOSHIBA 
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09^926148 
513fiifiPCT/PTO 



1 2 SEP 2001 



DOCKET NO.: 21391 1US2PCT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: KUDO Toshiyuki 
SERIAL NO.: NEW U.S. PCT APPLICATION 
FILED: HEREWITH 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO.: PCT/JP00/06557 
INTERNATIONAL FILING DATE: September 25, 2000 

FOR: ELECTRONIC CONTRACT SAFEKEEPING METHOD, ELECTRONIC CONTRACT 
VERIFYING METHOD, CONTRACTOR SERVER, CONTRACT SAFEKEEPING SERVER, 
ELECTRONIC CONTRACT SAFEKEEPING SYSTEM, AND MEMORY MEDIUM 



In the matter of the above-identified application for patent, notice is hereby given that 
applicant(s) request that the Examiner consider the documents cited in the International 
Search Report according to MPEP §609 and so indicate by a statement in the first Office 
Action that the information has been considered. When the Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicates 
both the search report and copies of the documents are present in the national stage file, there 
is no requirement for the applicant(s) to submit them (1 156 O.G. 91 November 23, 1993). 



REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION OF DOCUMENTS 
CITED IN INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MATER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
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Marvin J. Spivak 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 24,913 
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(57) Abstract: An electronic contract 
holding method wherein the third party 
other than the contractors holds the 
contents of the contract, and the contract 
contents can be proved as necessary. The 
method comprising a contract content 
display step of allowing the terminal of 
a first contractor connected to a server 
~of a second~contractor where - information 
about the contents of the contract is held 
to display the contents, a contract holding 
agreement step of allowing the first 
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contractor through the terminal of the first contractor to input holding agreement information representing that the first contractor 
agrees with the holding of the contents displayed, a contract holding step of allowing the contract holding server to hold the contents 
corresponding to the holding agreement information inputted, an JD issuing step of issuing a contract ID lor identifying the contents 
held, and an ID notifying step of notifying the second contractor server and the first contractor terminal of the issued contract ID. 
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